TOP TEN QUALITIES OF A SUCCESSFUL PIANO STUDENT

1. Perseverance.  You won’t get anywhere doing anything if you’re the type of person that gives up easily.  This is especially true for the piano. 

2. Patience.  Learning the piano is difficult. You must be patient with yourself – your brain and your body, and don’t forget to be patient with your teacher. All good things come to those with patience!

3. Reasonableness.  You cannot expect to learn a Chopin nocturne in five minutes! Nor is it advisable to compare yourself to your piano teacher or anyone else who has been playing for many years, when you have only had a handful of lessons.  

4. Dedication.  You must devote time and effort to learning the piano. This takes prioritizing of life’s events. Where you put piano on your list of priorities is one reflection of how well you will progress. 

5. Humility.  Learning the piano is recognizing and accepting limitations.  Like all art forms, it is imperfect.  Mistakes, memory losses and nerves are all a part of the piano experience. We need humility if we are to accept advice and suggestions from others with more experience than ourselves. 

6. Enthusiasm.  It is very difficult to do anything unless we have a desire and a positive outlook on it.  A sincere love and enjoyment of music and the actual instrument will be your impetus for progress.

7. Inquisitiveness.  If we do not want to know what andante means, we won’t be bothered learning it, let alone remembering it.  Our knowledge and experience will therefore be limited.  

8. Endurance.  Playing the piano is not something that will be mastered overnight.  In fact, we must realize and accept that we probably have a good eight years ahead of us before we become truly competent.  When we’ve reached that stage, we then realize that our journey will last a lifetime; an endurance test, but not a drudgery!

9. Sensitiveness.  Music is passion and tenderness.  Our mind, heart and bodies must be ‘in tune’ with expression. We must ponder, become absorbed and feel music. There will be many who believe this is the ultimate quality for a successful student.

10. Creativeness.  Notes on a staff do not in themselves equate to music.  It is the way these notes are brought into a living experience that brings about music.  Music is art.  A piano player’s entire purpose is to create. 

